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Newsletter

In our first Issue

Ramkumar V

Dear Friends, this has been our dream
for long, and it has come true today. We

wish to bring this newsletter on a
monthly basis.

What are our
newsletter?

objectives for the

actively practicing during his days of
Engineering studies.

When he moved to Singapore, he
renewed his interest in the Veena, and
learnt at SIFAS. It is during this time,

that he performed many temple
concerts, and worked on projects with
popular carnatic musicians visiting

Singapore. The period of his tutelage
with Sri Parthasarathy, made him a
mature performer.

We wish that our newsletters be an In 2000, he started SIFAS Octet — an
extension of the music education that Ensemble of young students of carnatic

we are imparting. This, we hope, will
give wholesome music knowledge to
the SYAMA community.

For children, we hope to do this by
complementing their music knowledge
from the classroom, through brain-
teasers and activities.

music — that performed many concerts
at the Singapore Arts Museum, The
Esplanade, Singapore Arts Festival etc.

He formed SYAMA in 2004, to provide

a platform for young budding carnatic
musicians. SYAMA has now blossomed
into an academy with 3 teachers as well.

For music connoisseurs, we hope to Ramkumar is a Business Development

provide technical content.

For the novice, we wish to include a

Executive at Singapore Computer
Systems and specializes in selling
Business  technology  optimization

section to get them interested in music, solutions.

and thereby relate to what their children

are practicing, appreciate and encouragelie€ also has active interest in film

them to do better.

Editors

Ramkumar Vasudevan

music, swimming, cycling and skating.

Jayaradha Shankar

Jayaradha Shankar, as Country Head of
Amoha Learning Solutions Pte. Ltd.
(owner of the spoken English VETA
brand), heads VETA's Asia Pacific Hub

Ramkumar is the founder-president of in Singapore. She is credited for

SYAMA. Inspired by YACM — A youth
organization in Chennai,

VETA'’s successful expansion into

he started Southeast Asia and oversees the

listening to carnatic music at his age of international operations and human
16, and to learn the Veena. He wasresource management from Singapore.
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Jaya, as she is known, has vast cross-
cultural working experience as she has
worked in Singapore, Philippines and
India. She has demonstrated her

Mandalabishekam concerts. She

performed a beautiful selection of

piece waspirava varam thaarumin inspired our Odhuvaars to come up with
lathangi. Unfortunately, there was not Ragam Kousikam, popularly known as

leadership and management competencanmuch time left for any thukkada. Our Bhairavi, a ragam belonging to the

through successful management of
major Banking and IT projects over 20
years.

Jaya is competent in Hindi and Tamil
and is working on acquiring knowledge
in basic Mandarin. She holds two
Masters Degrees, one in Economics
(Chennai University 1986) and another
in Management (Asian Institute of
Management, 2000).

She is a Singapore Permanent Resident
and grassroots leader with the People’s
Association.

Her passion for Carnatic music began
in early childhood, thanks to a
musically-inclined family. She started
out as a Gaayika for ten years and later
found her fulfilment as a Rasika. She is
equally at home with all forms of music,
be it Jazz, Pop, Western Classical,
Hindustani classical, Ghazals, Sufi or
Arabian.

SYAMA News

By Ramkumar Vasudevan

The start of a New year made sure that
our first performance ‘Aarohanam’ at
YMS auditorium on 19 Jan went well!

In our maiden effort to start working
with other music organizations, this
performance  featured  Tirumalam

Sethuraman on the Nadaswaram, along

with  Valivalam Pitchayappa. The

teachers Prapancham Ravindran andh€avyweight category, much feared by
Adithya Sathyanarayan gave excellent Most artistes and favored by ardent
support on the Mridangam and Violin rasikas. Bhairavi is a Bhaashaanga
respectively. ragam.

Bhairavi- the Alien!!!

What is Bhaashanga ragam? a ragam

For the COﬂﬂOiSSGUf that belongs to the parent and yet does
not, all because of some foreign or anya
By Jayaradha Shankar swaras in the ascending or descending

notes. Since the parent uses all 7 notes
Who said a child should follow the (being a melakartha ragam), it only

patre'ntt e\c/iery step _O‘; the tway?f Can wemeans that the child uses two varieties
not introduce an interesting “foreign” of a particular note/notes.

strand to the basic DNA structure of the P
ragam and rejoice

froror o i oo in the creative gpairavi, for example, is the Janyam or

child of the Parent Melakartha Ragam
Nata Bhairavi (200 Melakartha) but

following performance by Ramkumar,
Adithya, Prahlad, Ananth and Sanjay
Vanen, was well received too.

SYAMA's senior tutor Gowri Gokul's
recital on 38 Jan, was a great start for
the Sri Sivan Temple's

chooses to differentiate herself from her

Do you want to contribute? _ _
mother by using the Chathusruthi

You can contribute music related ne
and articles. SYAMA shall decide f
publish the article in this newsletter,
its own  discretion. Send
info@syama.org

t

ws Daivatham (Da2) instead of Suddha
o Daivatham (Dal) only in the aarohanam
at (the ascending scale). And what a
o beautiful difference that is!
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Another such example is Saranga
which uses both Suddha Madhyaman
(Mal) and Prathi Madhyamam (Ma2) in
its structure, while the parent
Mechakalyani uses only the Prath

, Classifieds

h
SYAMA members can contribufece

Classified advertisements in this spac
Send to info@syama.org

Madhyamam. The use of Mal in the
descending scale (avarohanam) gives
an instant flavour of magic. However,

there are opinions that even with the

it

Kids Corner

minimal use of the anya swara, the

magic of Saranga still lingers (like the
Intha Modi varnam).

The list of the scintillating aliens goes
on with Kambhoji, Khamas, Aahiri,
Asaaveri,...may be you should try
compiling a list of all such ragams to
revel in the beauty of creative
differentiation.

Dare to try?

Names of the first Five SYAMA
members, who can add to this list of
Bhaashaanga ragams, will be published
in the next newsletter. Special mention
will be made of those who can point opt
ragams with more than oaaya
swaram. Send to info@syama.org

By Ramkumar Vasudevan

1.Which raga is played by snake
charmers?

Naagaswaraaval.i
Kurinji
Punnaagavaraal.i
ShenjuruTTi

None of the above

2. Who first used the violin to play
Carnatic music?

Baluswamy Dikshitar
Tyagaraja

Swati Tirunal
VaDivelu

Muthuswamy Dikshitar

(1%
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3. Who wrote the Tamil epic
Silappadikaram?

llango Adigal
Andal
Jayadeva
Bharatiyar

Ambujam Krishna

4. Which is the source of carnatic
music?

Yajur Veda
Sama Veda
Rig Veda
Atharva Veda

None of the above

Dare to try?

Names of the first Five SYAMA
students, who can provide all correct
answers, will be published in the next
newsletter. Send to info@syama.org
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